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How to write a case brief

A case brief is written as a short summary of the court decision by showing who were

the parties of the case when was the case decided, which court passed the final
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Regardless of the structure, every brief should include the following information in step
3.

chosen is acceptable.

Selecting the structure will help you understand the case and recall the needed

information.
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Do you have a structure? you are ready for the second step.

step 2: read the whole judgment first

To appropriately summat WSe, you must read it

tively and thoroughly.
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Here | will use the case of Lucy vﬁr as anhle to show you exactly how you

can write your case brief.

parts include

obiter dictum.

You may read its case brief here or access the full decision through this link
Let's dive right in.
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This is the first part of your case brief. It shows the citation of the case.

The heading of your case brief must include, the name of the parties, year of decision,

citation from the case reports book, and the court deciding the case (where necessary

the name of the Judge) , \
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petitioner/ applicant, and the one who replies is called the respondent.

In Appeal the part who appeal is referred to as Appellant and the one who replies is

called respondent or appellee.
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So in writing your case brief you must clearly show who is a plaintiff/petitioner/appellant

and who is defendant/respondent/appellee.

for example;

Parties ’

W.O Lucy is ellant and A.H Zehmer is a Respondent.
Procedural&

This pa h

riet itg judgment. V
In your procedural hisfo the decision of the loweg.court, who
appe he high v
for exw \’\
Procedu,«v &

Appellant wasygi fi wiQ%e §sio ircui iddierCounty, by

Judge Hon J. G. Jeffers

was no valid contrac

you'r

\

o decied spondent that there

J
ee
The Appellant appealed to the Supreme Court of Virginia on the ground that the

respondent has already accepted his offer so he can not refuse it, The Supreme Court

Virginia reversed and remanded the decision of the trial court.
Facts

This part explains the most important story of the case.
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To write your facts clearly, explain all the relevant people, cause of action, locations,

and objects involved.
Avoid rewriting everything.

It's okay to summaris eﬁyour own words. \
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2. Facts.

This is a critical part of the brief. The facts determine the legal issue about

~ which the plaintiff can sue, and they determine the rule the court will choose to

apply in order to arrive at a resolution. Your fact section should aim to accomplish
three things.

a.

b.

Make clear who the parties are. It can be confusing if you just write
“plaintiff” and “defendant,” so include more details, such as “Seller (Rogan
Corp.—plaintiff)” or “the appellee, Thompson (the buyer)”

Tell the story briefly rather than just list facts. This helps you remember the
details and puts the rule into context. If the order of events matters, make a
timeline. Don’t rewrite the fact section. A few brief sentences should almost
always suffice to summarize the key facts in a usable narrative.

Keep your focus on the facts that determine the outcome. 1If the event in question
happened on Tuesday, but that fact was not relevant to the outcome of the
case, then it can be ignored. This means that you have to figure out, before
you brief, which facts were the relevant ones upon which the judge based her
decision.

When you are asked to “state the case” in class, your goal is to cover these
three points: tell the story of what happened clearly but succinctly,
concentrating on the facts that determined the outcome, and clearly
identifying the parties.
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For example

Facts
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The Respondent and his wife Ida S. Zehmer owned the piece of land measuring 471.6

acres.

W. O. Lucy, the Appellant had known Zehmer for a long time and had shown interest in
purchasing the farm bu ttempts to purchase i tile.
On December ! a bottle of whiskey in his hand J Zehmer's

restaurant.
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Zehmer responded that he never planned to sell the land and that the message signed

y,

After assuring Luc

when he planned to finish

by him and his wife was written in jest.

Appellant sued Resposndent for specific performance of a contract to purchase the
farm in the Circuit Court of Dinwiddie County which decided in the defendant's favor,

hence this appeal.
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Issues
Issues refer to the point of determining which court considers its decision.

Here you must clearly identify t oint of law in disputWe key facts of the case
relating to that point o£ [
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Was there a valid contract?
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Issues

Is the specific performance a proper remedy?
Rule

This part shows the legal principle that the court uses to determine the case.
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The court may derive rule of law from the statute, equity, and precedent and if there is a

lacuna, a court may create a new rule, for example, in the case of Rylands v Fletcher

the court established the strict liability rule.

The rule or legal princip ryexpressly stated in thw or it may be implied.
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Analysis
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In reaching its decision, the appellate court was highly focused on the intention and
belief of the Plaintiff and not the defendant.

In this case, the court is departing from the required “meeting of the minds” standard for

-

a valid contract.
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In relation to the second issue, the answer is Yes.

The court held that specific performance was the proper remedy for the plaintiff.

Judgment
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Judgment is the court's final decision on the parties' rights, as well as the court's

response to a relief request.

The judgment is usually found at the end of the opinion, it is delivered using words like

affirm, remand, reverse:lh’;ranted or reverse W‘ jons, etc.

(- ~

ion of the trial couft was reversed and r

cases, Judgemeit shiuld b%

for example

Judgment

The de

r she may dlswae wi

jority’ dlssentlng opinion, or wilen another e ith the
result but t e s rationale and write the con u@pl i0
You should ta rego/ yt mﬁsse did not join
the majority opinio

)"@e /L

Personal/Public reaction (op |onal

This part is necessary when you have your personal reaction regarding the decision of

the case.

What are your thoughts on and criticisms of the decision? Is there anything you like?

Dislike? What are the similarities and differences between this case and the others
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you've read? Do not take the court's decision at face value. Examine the logic in each
situation. Is it in good condition? Is it in any way contradictory? What are the

ramifications of this decision on the political, economic, and social levels?

Obiter dictum (optional) ’ \

Obiter dictum isc [ that means other things said i

In law, obit@ldic refe de
in an opini s not r @al inding
on othef@ou uasive adthority in fu litigation.

A dis tin

h.

a judge

i)

step 4: c yo@ef makes sense

Now you have&se% /

Your case brief will be te m

of the full case.

To check it, you must ask yourself these questions,

1. can someone understand the whole case based on this brief without referring to
the full decision?
2. is there a logical flow of components? i.e from facts fo issues fo holding and

Judgment?
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3. is there a relationship and interconnection between the components?

If you answer all the questions in the affirmative, then your case brief makes sense.

If not, review and amend the areas that appear illogical and irrelevant.
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